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Yom Kippur -

The Day of Atonement
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For thelifeo fthefleshis in theblood, and | havegivenit for youon thealtar to makeatonemen for
your sods for it istheblood that makesatonamnent bythelife -Lev17:11

YOM KIPPUR, or the “Day of Atonement,” is the holiest day of
theJewish year, and provides prophetic insightregarding the Second
Coming of M ashiach, therestoration of national 1sad, and thefinal
judgment of theworld. It is also a day thatrereals the High-Priestly
work of Yeshuaasour Kohen Gadol (High Riest) afte the orde of
Malki-Tzedek (Hebrens5:10, 6:20)

e ot

Theteam Y om Kippur isadually written in theplural intheTorah, YomHa: Kippur im
(@e3m o), perhaps because the purification process cleansed from a multitudeof
tranégresions, iniquities, and sins Howev e, thename also alludes to thetwo great
atonements given by the LORD - thefirstfor those among the nations who turn to

Y eshua for deansing and forgiveness, and the second f or the purification of ehnic Isad
during Yom Adonai, thegreat Day of the LORD at theend of days.

Kippurim can beread as Yom Ke Purim, a“day like Purim,” thatis, a day of ddiveance
and salvation (asexplainead intheBook of Esther). Thus theday on which Y eshua
saaificsd Him=elf on thecrossisthegratest “Rurimy” of all, sincethrough Him weare
eernally ddive e from thehandsof our enemies.

TheTorah states that Y om Kippur wastheonly timewhen theHigh Pries could ente the
Holy of Holies and call upontheNameof YHVH (1) to offer blood sacrificefor thesins

of thepeople This “lifefor alife” princdpleisthefoundation of the sacifidal sysem and
marked thegreatday of intercession made by the High Priest on behalf of Israd.
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In traditional Judaism, theday of Yom Kippur marks theclimax of the ten day peiod of
repentance called the “Days of Awe” or yamim nora 'im (Dﬂw'; 5‘7.3’1)' Aooording to the
sages of Jewish tradition, on Rosh Hashanah the destiny of therighteous, thetzaddikim, are
written in the Book of Life(n*nn =29), and thedestiny of thewicked, theresha im are
written in the Book of Death. Howevea, most people will not beinsaibed in either book,
but haveten days-- until Yom Kippur -- to repent bef oresealing ther fate Hence thetem
Ase & Yemd Teshuvah (n:wwn e mw) theTen Days of Repentance On Yom Kippur,
then, evey soul’s name will be sealed in oneof thetwo books. For this reason Yom
Kippur isreally the dimax of the40 day <Season o Teshuvah.”
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Sincemanwas aeated for thesakeof teshuvah (), Y om Kippur, or theDay of “at-
onement,”” isconsidered theholiest day of Iheyear called <Yom ha-kadosh’ ((Lﬂjjﬁ o).
OntheHeébrew calendar, Erer Yom Kippur beginsat nightfall on Tishri 9 and continues
25 hoursthrough thenext day until nightfall. | tis a solenn day marked by complete
fasting, praye, and additional synagogue services

Acoording to theJewish sages, on the 6th of Sivan, seven weeks af ter the Exodus (i.e,
exactly 49 days), M osesfirst ascended Snai o recavetheTorah (Shavuot). Just forty
days later, on the 17th of Tammuz, thetablets werebroken. M oses then intecadal for
Igad for anothe forty days until hewas callad badk up to Sinai on Elul 1 and recalved
therevdation of NameYHVH (Exod. 34:4-8). Afte this, hewas given the Second
Tables and returnad to thecamp on Tishri 10, which later was called Y om Kippur.
Moses’ facewas shining with radiancein wonde of the coming Nev Covenant which
wasprefigured in theritualsof the Day of Atonement (Exod. 34:10).
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This explains why Orthodox Jews bayin the ““Season of Teshuvah® beginning with Elul 1
and continuing through to Tishri 10 -- for the40 daysthat M oses was upon themountain
receiving theseoond s of tables. Heewealso find thefirstinkling of the Book o fLife
(seeRosh Hashanah), when M osesasked to bestricken from “the Book you have
written’’ if Godwould not makean atonement for his people (Exod. 32:32-3). The
willingness of M oses 1o be “dridken from the book® on the people’s behalf is a poweful
imageof the maliating roleof Yeshuaour Messiah (Heb. 9:15).

The Meaning of the word Kippur

The “Day of Atonement” isthe English phrasefor Yom Kippur. The shor esh (root) for the
word “Kippur’is ka far (sg=), which probably derives from theword ko ¥, meaning
“ransom.”” Thisword isparalld to theword “redeem’ (Psalm 49:7) and means “to atoneby
offering a substitute”” The great majority of usages in theTanakh concern “making an
atonement” by the priestly ritual of sprinkling of sacrifidal blood to renovesin or
ddilement (i.e, tahora). Thelifeblood of thesacrificial animal was required in exchange
for thelifeblood of theworshippea (the symbolic expression of innocent lif e given for
guilty life). This symboliam isfurthe clarified by theaction of thew orshippe in placdng
his hands on thehead of the sacrifice (semichah) and conf essing hissins ove theanimal
(Lev. 16:21; 1:4; 4:4, éc) which was then killed or sent out as a scapegoat The shoresh
also appears in the tem Kapporet (the so-called “M ecy Seat,” but bette rende el as
smply theplaceof atonement). TheK apporet wasthegolden cove of thesaa el chestin
theHoly of Holies of theTabeanade (or Tanple) wheaethesaaifidal blood was presenta.
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"For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and T have given it for you on the altar
to atone for yOLII’ SOLIlS, for it is the blood that makes atonement by the life."
(Lev. 17:11)

Themessageof the cantral book of the Torah (Leviticus) isthatsinceGod is holy
(kadosh), we must beholy in our lives as well, and this means first of all being conscious
of thedigincdion between the saaed and theprofane, theclean and theundean, and so
on: “Y ou are o distinguish betw een theholy (i.e, ha-kadosh: ;1) and thecommon

(i.e, ha-chol: ©nn), and betweentheundean (i.e, ha-tamei: sraen) and thedean (i.e, ha-
tahor : 79mem)”” (Lev. 10:10, seealso Ezek. 44:23). Jug as God separated thelight from the
darkness (Gen. 1:4), so we arecallal to discen beween (T;) therealms of the holy and
theprofane the saaal and thecommon, and thecleanand the undean. Indeed, theTorah
gates “God callad the light Day, and the darkness he called night,”” thereby associating
HisNamewith thelight but not with the darkness (Gen. 1:5).
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Spiritually understood, the Mishkan (i.e, Tabenade) physically represented the
separation of these realms, as may beillustrated with the following diagram:

Unclean Clean Holy

=sanctification

dedh

blood =
rituals

defilerment
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Theword “sacrifice”iskorban (ya72), which comesfrom theroot kar ov (347) meaning to
‘“draw dose” or “to comenear.”’ | ntheTabe nade, korbanat (m]:mp) weevarious ritual
adsthat we e offaal upon thealtar to deansetheunclean sinng so that heor shecould
draw near toaHoy Gad. Because of this, God instituted sacrificial blood as the
deansing agentthatpurified from thedfects of ddilementand sn (Lev. 17:11; Heb.
9:22). We can see thegeneral procsss of purification by consdeing the caseof the
metzora (or “lgper”) as desaribed in Leviticus 14 in a ritual that somew hat resembled the
daborate Yom Kippur ritual peformed by the High Priest.

The Torah Observance

The Role of the High Priest

Evey year on Tidri 10 theK ohen Gadol (High Riest) would peform a spedial
ceremony o purge dd ilement from thetabe nacle (mishkan ) or temple(Bet Ha- Mikdash)
as well asfrom thepeopleof Israel (seeLevitiaus 16 for the deails). In particular, in
addition to theregular daily offerings, hewould bring a bull and two goats as a special
offering, and thebull would besacrificad o purge themishkan/templefromthe
defilements causad by misdeads of the priests and thar households (Leviticus 16:6). He
would sprinkletheblood of thebull insidethevdl of the Holy of Holies upon the
kapporg (“M ercy Seat”). Then hewould draw lotsand sded one of thetwo goatsto bea
sn offering on behalf of thepeople (thisgoatwas designated L *Adonai - <to the LORD>).
Hewould likewise enter theHoly of Holies sorinkletheblood of thegoat upon the
kappor &. Finally, theH igh Priest would lay both handsupon thehead of thesecond goat
(designated “for A zazel”) while confessing all of the transgressions of thepeople This
goatwas then driven away into thewilderness, carrying on it “all thar iniquitiesunto a
land not inhabited” (Leviticus16:22). Acoording to the Talmud, a scarletcord was tied
around the neck of thescapegoat that was reported to haveturned whiteas the goat was
led away from cty. Howerer, for thelastforty years be orethe Second Templewas
destroyed (in AD 70), the scarlet cord failed to change color.
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The Role of the People

Whilethe High Priestpaformed these fundions, the people would fastin eager anticipation
of theoutcome of therituals After complding his tasks, thegarments of theHigh Priest wee
ocoveed with blood (L eviticus 6:27). Only afte thisdid the LORD acogpt thesacrifice
(according to one midrash, astheHigh Priesthung out his garments, a mirad etook place and
his garments turned from bloodstained aimson © white; seelsaiah 1:18).

In three separat e passages in the Torah, theJewish peoplearetold “thetenth day of the
seventh month (Tighri) is theDay of Atonement It shall bea sacred occasion for you: you
shall afflictyour souls” (Levitiaus 16:29-34, Leviticus 23: 26-32, Numbas 29:7-11). This is
theonly Holiday of theyear wherefasting is explictly commanded by theL ORD. Italso was
a <Shabbat Shabbaton,” or a day of complete abstention from any kind of mundane work.

It is enlightening to notethe sequence of this holiday in relation to thetimeof preparation

(Elul) and the activities surrounding Rosh Hashanah leading up to Yom Kippur. FHrst God
commands that we repent, or reurnto Him in earnestness of heart, and then He providesthe

meansfor recond liation or atonement with Him.

Modern-day Observances of Yom Kippur

Though originally foaused on theroleof theKohen Gadol (High Pries) and the
purification of the Sanctuary, sincethe destuction of the Templein 70 AD, Rabbinic
tradition states thateach individual Jew issupposal to focuson his personal avodah, or
service to the LORD. M ost Yom Kippur prayers therdorerevolve around the central
them eof parsonal repentance and return.

Acoording to halakhah (i.e, Jewish law), wemustabgain from fiveforms of pleasures,
all basad onreasoning from Levitiaus 23:27:

Eating and drinking
Washing and bathing
Applying lotions or pafume

Waearing leather shoes (a sign of luxury)

o A w0 DN F

Marital relations

By fasting and praying all day, we aresaid to resembleangels. By giving up thesensual
pleasuresof lifeandreraining from md akha, weare said to livefor 25 hours as if weare
dead (many men wear kittds (whiteburial robes) and white raiment, to remind them of
thar fate as mortals be ore God).
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Shabbat Shabbaton

TheTorahrefersto Yom Kippur as “shabbat shabbaton™ (1in3w naw), atimewhen all profane
work (md akhah) is setasideso thesoul could foaus on the haliness of the LORD. Thefirst
ocaurrenceof this phraseisfound in Exodus16:23, regarding therestriction of collecting
manna in the deseg tduring theseventh day. This restriction was later incorporated into the
law codefor the Sabbath day (Exod. 31:15; 35:2). Thephrase also occurs regarding Rosh
Hashanah (Lev. 23:24), Yom Kippur (Lev. 16:31; 23:32), two days of Sukkot (Lev. 23:39;
Num. 25:35), two days of Passover (Lev. 23:7-8), and the day of Shavuot(Num. 28:26).
According to theJewish sages, paforming any form of work (other than work required to
savealife on a gpedal Sabbath is punishable by prematuredeath.

If you add up these days, you will find thee areseven presaibed days of “compleerest”
bdoretheLORD, and the sages identified Yom Kippur as the Sabbath of these othe
spedal Sabbath days, that is, Yom ha-kadosh (¥imgn o™), “the holy day.” Indeed, the
Talmud notesthat “‘seven days beore Yom Kippur, we separate the High Priest,”
ocorresponding to thesev en-day sedusion of Aaron and his sons bef orethe inauguration
of theTabenade (Lev. 8:33).

Thesagessay that Yom Kippur istheonly day that Satan isunableto lodgeaccusation
againg lsad, sincethe gematria of “satan” (i) is 364, suggesting that theacauser
denounces Israel 364 days of the year, but on the365th day - Yom Kippur - heis
rendeed powerless, just as hewill beintheworld to come (M aharsha on Yama 2a).

Notethatthosewho trust in God’s salvation undergand theat our ultimate “rest”’ isgiven
tousinY eshua, our great High Priest afte theorder of Malki-Tzedek, who presented his
own blood to make <atonement’ for our soulsbeforethe Fathe intheHoly of Holies
made without hands - at the adoss...

The Kapparot Ceremony

An old custom, called kapyer ot (atonements) is
sometimes performed as a sort of <‘scapegoat’”
ocgemony. This austom, obseved by Charedi and
Chassidic Jews, wassaid to symbolically transfe a
peson’s sinsto arooste or hen. Firg, veses from
Psalms and Job areredtal. Then thelive chicken is
swung around thehead three times, while thefollowing
declaration ismade

“Thisfowl shall bein my sead, shall bemy atonement,
it shall go to death, so that | can attain a good life and peace

Inthis way it is hopal that the fowl will takeon the cul pability and misfortunes caused
by theperson’s sins....
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Presumably, the purposeof the kapparot ceemony was to seveasa vicarious sacrificein
placeof the sacifices offeed inthe Tenplewhich could no longe bepracticad af ter the
destrucdion of the Temple At any rate, the chicken was then daughteed by a Rabbi and
givento thepoor for their Erev Yom Kippur meal (seudah ha-ne eke). Today, many
Orthodox Jews obsave kapparot by simply giving tzedekah (charity) to the poor
(“zade&kah can avetthe evil decre=”).

B This is my exchange, Presumably, thesaaificeo f

E‘.‘.': tE!s is my substitute, the chicken is meant to take
this 15 my expiation. .

ﬁ This chicken shall go to the pace: fthesaa ifices

&  death and I shall proceed o ffea at theTemde...

5

to a good, long life and peace.

Therequiranentfor blood sacarifice- the“difefor-life’prindple- istheheart of theTorah’s
saaifidal sysem. Thekapparot ceremony isthedorean dear acknowledgment of the
authority of Levitiaus 17:11, the key vaseof substitutionary atonement given in theTorah:
“For thelifeof theflesh isintheblood (@72 “tan ¥ +2), and | have giveniit for you on the
altar to atone (ma=%) for your souls, for itistheblood that makes atonement by thelife> A
peason who studies and bdievesthewritten Torahunde stands the dear ne=d for blood
atonement - notw ithstanding the rationalizations devdopeal by late rabbinical Judaism.

Somepeoplealso obsave Erer Yom Kippur by going to the mikveh - theritual bath - to
purify themsdv es bef orethe Holy Day. Jewish tradition al so states that forgiveness can be
sought from God only for thosesins commitesd against God (for example, by breaking His
laws). Snscommitted againg othes mustbe confessed and recondliation sought from the
offended party - and then forgivenessmay besought also from God (Matt5:23-4). The
process of making amendswith othes wehave harmed is called mechilah w hich is often
atemptal beore theHigh Holidays.

Erev Yom Kippur

TheYom Kippur fast begins an hour beforesundown on Tishri 9, and lasts for 25 hours, until
an hour past sundown on Tishri 10 (Lev. 23:32). Unlikeother hdidays thatlast for two days
(dueto theuncertainty of the calendar), thesages only required thefastto lastfor onefull day
and night. Thesagesstatethat “afflicding thesoul” (i.e, faging, etc) is notundertaken to
punish ourselves for our sins, but rathe t help us focus entirely on our spiritual sde Indesd
theHebrew word for used for “afflict” (my) means to humbleyoursdf...

On Erev Yom Kippur, a special meal (seudah ha-nn Beket) is usually prepared - thelast
meal beore sundown - and catain eev Yom Kippur blessings arerecitad. This meal
indudes theholiday candle lighting blessing and the “Shehecheyanu.”” A meam orial
candle(called yahrzeit) is often lit for deceasad parents or grandparents, and women
often wear white while men wear “kittels (w hite robes also used for burial shrouds).
Afte eating, it is austomary o wish everyonepresent a Tzomkal - an <«easy fast> —_amd
to say G mar chatimah tovah - <“May you besealal (intheBook of Life) for good.””
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Yom Kippur Synagogue Services

Mostof Y om K ippur isspent at thesynagogue praying and

listening to chants. Infact, Yom Kippur is the only Jewish - || -
Holiday that requires five separatesevices for the obsevant Jew ;
to attend! This day is, essentially, your lastappeal, your last Day of
chanceto change “thejudgment of God’>>and to dem onstrate your Judgment
repentance and makeamends.

One of thethames of the Days of AweisthatGod has “books” thatHewrites cur names
in, noting who will live and who will diein theforthcoming year. Thesebooksare
“writen’”” on Rosh Hashanah, but our deads during the Days of Awecan alter God’s
dexee The actions that change thedea ee areteshuvah (repentance), te fillah (praye) and
tzedakah (charity, good deals). The booksare ‘tlosed and sealed’ on Y om Kippur.

As with Rosh Hashanah, a whitesatin par ochaé (aurtain which adornstheark in the
synagogue mimicking the aurtain which separated thesanctuary from theH oly of Holies
in the Temple), ishung in placeof the heavy velve oneusal at othe times. The
atmosphereis quietand a hushed sense of aweis instilled among thew orshippers.

1. TheK ol Nidra Service

Theevening sevice begins with the Kol Nidrei (i.e, v 5;, “all vows™), an Aramaic
chant that declares null and void any promises made during the previous year
(Sephardim) or for thecoming year (Ashkenazim). Kol Nidrd is actually considered
a“legal procadure,”” and the d ore entails the use of various halakhic (Iegal)
formulations such as recitation threetimes bef ore a minyan (group of ten), bedore
sundown, and so on. Normally tallit (praye shawls) are worn only inthem orning
service, but during Y om Kippur, they are worn during all of thesevices. The Aron
Hakodesh (Torah cabinet) is left open whilethe Torah saolls arecarried around the
synagoguebeore Kol Nidrd to indicate that he Gates of Repentance are open.

2. TheMa’ariv Service

TheM &ariv (evening) service consists of theredtation of Kaddish, the Shama, the
Amidah (standing praye), along with the conf ession of sins and additional prayeas
(sdichot) that areredted only on thenight of Yom Kippur. In addition, liturgical
poems (piyyutim) areredted aswdl. M ost of this seviceis spentreading from a
machzor (High Holiday praye book).

TheM aariv sevice is chantad ina diffegentstyle and additions to the A midah are
made induding the Viduy (»3), or confessional. Theobligation of Viduy deives
from Scripture <4f a man or woman sins against hisfellow man, thus being untrueto
God..., they mustcan fess thesin that he has committed” (Numbers5:6-7). Note the
plural personal pronoun used intheconfession- implying thatthe sin of an individual
is also borneby thecommunity. Viduyissaid inthe dural becauseweare all
responsiblefor oneanothe (Shavuot 39a).
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Viduy prayas comprise two main sedions the Ashamnu (“We hav e trespassed?), a
shorte, more gengal lig of sins (“we havebeen treasonable, w e hav e been
aggressive wehave bean slandeous’ - someimessung) and the Al Chet, a longe,
alphabetically arranged, and more particular list of sins (‘for thesin that wehave
sinnal b ore you forcibly or willingly, and for the sin that wehavesinnal beore
you by ading callously,” etc.).

When Viduy isrecited, you should strikethebread lightly as if to say, <Y au (my
heart) causaed me o sin”” (Mishnah Berurah 603:7). Viduy isredteal tentimesover the
course of thefiveservices of Yom Kippur, parallding the Ten Commandments which
havebeen violated.

3. TheShacharit Service

The Shacharit (morning) seviceisnot unlike othe sevices for festivals during the
Jewish year. Thetraditional morning prayes, theredtation of the Shema and
Amidah, and theTaah reading areall partof the service. During Torah reading
service there aresix aliyot (separate readings by diffeéent people), onemorethan on
othe holidays (though if Yom Kippur ocaurs on Shabbat, there areseven ali yot).

TheTorah>snamefor the Day of AtonementisYom Ha-Kippurim (omp2n oi),
meaning “the day of covering, canceling, pardon, reconciling.” Under thelL evitical
system of worship, theHigh Priestwould sprinklesacrificial blood upon theKappor e
(mme>) - the coveing of theArk of the Covenant - to efect “purification™ (i.e.,
kabmrah: ng;) for theprevious year’s sins. Notice that Yom Kippur was the only time
when theHigh Priest could ente the Holy of Holies and invokethe sacel Nam e of
YHVH (m) o offe blood saarificefor thesinsof theJewish people This “lifefor a
life” prindpleisthe foundation of the sacifidal sygem and marked thegreat day of
intg cesson made by theHigh Priest on behalf of | gad.

4. TheYizkor Svice

TheY izkor (q=) portion of Yom Kippur functions asa memorial servicefor family
meamberswho havedied. Traditionally it is recited following the Torah reading of the
Shacharit service, though somecommunitiesdo it in theearly af tearnoon.

5. TheMusaf Savice

TheMusaf (additional) service immaliatdy follows them orning seviceand is
dividad into wo parts therepdition of the A midah (by thecantor) and the “Avodah”
savicg which recountsthepriestly savicefor Yom Kippur in andenttimes. Infour
placesof thesevice, somepeoplemightprostatethemsdves (during the re-td ling of
theHigh Priest and his confessions). Afte this, a portion of thesaviceis devotal 10
thergadling of how someearly Jevish sages weremartyral during thereign of the
Roman empeor Hadrian. TheM usaf seviceends with the“A aronic benedicion™
(i.e, birkat kohanim).
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6. Minchah Sevice

TheM inchah (af ternoon) service includes a Torah reading service (Leriticus 18),
anothe repetition of the Amidah, and the recitation of the “Avinu M alkenu” poem. In
addition, sinceitfoauses on the importance of teshuvah (repentance) and prayer, the
entire Book of Jonah is recited astheHaf tarah portion of theTorah sevice

7. TheNetilah Service

A ccording to Jewish tradition, on Rosh Hashanah thedestiny of the righteous (the
tzaddikim) arewritten in the Book of Life, and thedestiny of thewicked (the

r esha im) are written in the Book of Death. Howev e, many people (pehaps most
people will notbe inscribed in eithe book, but haveten days - until Yom Kippur - ©
repeant beforesealing their fate On Yom Kippur, then, a final appeal is madeto God
to bewritten in theBook of Life

Theword nefilah (1‘7*:::) comes from aword which means “dosing” or “1ocking” (the
gatss of heaven (or theTempIeGates)) Theappeal to have our names “sealed” in the
Book of Life” is made atthistime Thisclosing sevicehas a senseof urgency about
it, and condudeswith aresponsivereading of the Shema, with the phrase ‘barukh
shem kavod malkhuto I’olam vaed” said aloud threetimes, and the phrase “the
LORD Heis Gad (i.e, Adonai hu ha: El ohim: D*'Tem N1 i) isrepeated seven
times by theentire congregation (1 K ings 18:39).

(Note: During thetimeof the Second Temple, the High Pries would say aloud the
sacred Name Y HV H”’ threetimes during theY om Kippur avodah. During each
confession, when thepriest would say the Name all thepeoplewould prostrate
themsdves and say aloud, <Bar uch shem Kvod malchuto | olamva al,” <Blessal be
theName of theradianceof the Kingship, foreve and eve.”)

This dedaration is followed by a long, final blast of the shofar (i.e, tekiah gedolah),
the “great shofar,””to ranind us how theshofar was sounded to prodaim theY ear of
JubileeYear of freedom throughouttheland (Lev. 25:9-10).

W orshippe's then exdaim, <L >shanah haba’ah b’Y eushalayim! > Afte the service
ends, some synagogues peform also a Havdalah ceremony.

At this point, peoplearegenerally quite rdieved that they have <madeit’through the
Days of Awe, and a cdebratory mood sets in (traditionally atimeof courtship and
lovefollow this holiday). Snce Sukkotis only fivedaysaway, it iscommon to begin
planning to setup your sukkah for the upcoming holiday.
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Yom Kippur and the New Covenant

Oneof therolesof our belovaed M ashiach Y eshua (Jesus Chrig)
isthat of Kohen HaGadol (High Priest) who offered true

ka pparah (atonement) for our sinsby offeing Hisown blood in
theHoly of Holies madewithout hands.

As it iswrittenin the late of Hebrews:

Thaefore holy brothers, you who share in aheavenly calling, consgde Jexus, the
apostle and high priesto four con fession, who wasfaithful to him who appointed
him, jug as Moses also was faithful in all God’s house (Hebrews 3:1-2)

The Importance of Blood Sacrifice

Theimportanceof blood sacrifice(i.e, substitutionary atonement) cannot be ov erstated
in the Scriptures sinceit constitutes the fundamental means of atonem ent thatisgiven
through the sacifidal system. Indeal thisprindpleis enshrinad in the central textof
sacrificeitsdf, Levitiaus 17:11;

“For thelifeof thefleshisintheblood, and | have given it for you on thealtar to
atone (I ka peir )for your souls, for itis theblood that makes atonement
(ykha pheir ) by thelife™

MAMTOY 037 AN N1 NI 02 3T wD) 3
P2 URIA NI OIS :;*ni:-‘-:;._")l_: 227

A blood sacificeisrequired by theLORD for theissueof sin. Levitiaus 17:11 agreess
with theteaching in the New Tesament in Hebrews 9:22: “Without the shadding of blood
the e is no ramission of sins” (X{ﬂpi_g OLF.LIOL’CGKXUO'I’.OLQ ol Y[ug‘[a]_ &¢go|_g). IntheTalmud
(Yomabsa) itis likewise writen, <“Theaeisno atonement without blood.> The
aubstitutionary shedding of blood, the <dif e-for-lif e principle, is essential to true <at-one-
ment” with the LORD God.

Y eshua offearal His own body up to bethepafect Sacrificefor sins. By Hisshal blood
we aregiven com pleteatonement beforethe LORD . “For our sakehe made him to be sin
who knew no sin, so that in him wemight becomethe right eousness of God (2 Cor.
5:21). The Levitical system of animal sacrifices, induding the daborate Y om Kippur
ritual, was meant to foreshadow thetrue and abiding Sacrif ice of Y eshua as themeans of
our reconciliation with God. TheBrit Yeshanah (Old Govenant) provides a shadow of the
abstancerevalda in theB it Chadashah (New Covenant). If the old covenant had bemn
auffident to providea pamanent solution to the problem of our sin, there never would
havebeen nead for anew covenant to supercadeit(Hebrews 8:7).
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Under theold covenant, sacrificesmedy ““‘covered” sins, but under thenew covenant,
thesesins are taken entirely away (Hebrens7:27, 9:12, 9:25-28). Theeis no more nedd
for continual sacrifices, sinceY eshua provideal theonce-and-for-all saaificefor all of our
sns(Hebrews 9:11-14; 9:24-28; 10:11-20).

Indesd, Y eshua ha-Mashiach isthe<propitiation”> or <expiation>for our sins. TheGresk
word usal in Romans 3:25, 1 John 2:2, and 1 John 4:10 (“hilasteion™) is the sameword
used inthe LXX for thekappor & (cove of theark of the covenant) intheHoly of Holies
which was sprinkled with theblood of thesacrifice on Yom Kippur.

For Messiah hasente e, not into hal yplaces made with hands, which are o pies
0 fthe tr uethings but into heaven itsdf, nowto appear inthep esenceo fGod on
our behalf Nor was it to o fler hinsd frepeatedly, asthe high pies enters the
holy daces eve y year with blood not his own, Tor then hewould have had to

s f¥& repeataly sincethefoundation o fthewor ld. But asit is, hehas appear ed
oncefor all at theend o Ftheagesto put away sin b ythesaa ifice o fhimsalf.. So
Messiah, having been o ffar ed once to bear the snso frmany, will appear a second
time notto deal with sin but to savethose who are eage |y waiting ©or him
(Hebrew s 9: 24-ff)

For byone: f# ing he hath pe ded Br ever thenthat ar esancifel.
(Hebrews10:14)

Yom Kippur, Confession, and the Book of Life

What do MessianicJevs doregarding Yom Kippur? Do wefast, afflict oursdves, and
oonfess our sins, or do werejoicein theknowledge that we areforgiven of all our sins
because of Yeshuarsperfed avodah asour K ohen Gadol of theNew Covenant?In other
words, should webesad and afflicdced or should we be happy and comforted?

IWORBATNR TTINOR
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If we confess our sins, be is faithful and just to forgive us onr sing,
and fo cleanse us from all unrighfeousness. 1 Joha 1.9
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In pog-TanpleJudaian (i.e, rabbinical Judaism) it iscusomary for Jevs to wish one
another g’mer chatimah tovah, “a good final sealing”” duringthe Ten Days of Awe(i.e, the
ten daysrunning from Rosh Hashanah until Yom Kippur). Thereason for thisisthat
according to Jewish tadition the “writing of God’svedict’ (for your life occurson Rosh
Hashanah, but the sealing of thevedict”” ooaurs on Yom Kippur. Inother words, God in
HisM ecy gives us another ten daysto do “teshuvah” be ore sealing our fate.... Butit’sup
to us - and our teshuvah - to “save ourselves’from God’s decreeof death. Our meits
(mitzwot) arethe key: “Teshuvah, praye, and charity ddive us from the evil deaee”

O course as MessianicJaevs we havea pemanent “sealing’ for good by the graceand
loveof God given o us in Yeshua our M essiah (Eph. 1:13, 4:30; 2 Cor. 1:21-22). The
Torah’s statement thatsacrifidal blood was off ered upon the altar to m akeatonement for
our souls(Lev. 17:11) findsits final application intheblood work™ of Yeshua upon the
aossat Moriah (Rom. 5:11). The substitutionary shedding of blood, the “lif e-for-life”
principle isessential to thetrue “at-one-ment” with God. Theordinances of thelLevitical
priesthood we e just <types and shadows” of the coming Substance thatwould giveus
eveglasting atonementwith God (Heb. 8-10). Becauseof Y eshua, wehaveaK ohen Gadol
(High Riest) of the bete Covenant, basaed on better promises (Heb. 8:6). For this reason
itisentirely appropriate to celebrate Yom Kippur and givethanks to the LORD for the
pemanent “‘chatimah tovah™ givento us through thesalvation of His Son.

It mustalways beremenberal that Torah (,-mTﬁn) isa “funcdion word’ that expresses our
respond bility in lightof the covenantal acts of God. As theauthor of the Book of
Hebrewsmakes clear: “When thee is a changein the priesthood, theeis necessarily
(Grdykng) achangein theTorah aswdl” (Heb. 7:12). TheLevitical priesthood expresses
theTorah of the Covenant of Snali, just as thegreate priesthood of Y eshua expressesthe
Torah of theNew Covenant (g ).

Sill, for theM essianicJewish bdieve thereis a bit of ambival ence aboutthis holiday,
pe haps more than any othe of theJewish year. Part of this ambivalence comes from the
<already-not-yet” aspect of theNev Covenant itself. Already Y eshua has comeand
offered Himself up as ka ppar ah (atonement/propitiation) for our sins; alread yHe has
sent the Holy Spiritto writetruth upon our hearts; already Heis our God and weareHis
people. However, theNewn Covenant is not yet ultimately fulfilled shcew eawait the
return of Y eshua to restorelsrael and establish His kingdom upontheearth... Since
propheically speaking Yom Kippur signifiesethic Isad *s atonement secured through

Y eshua’ssacrificial avodah aslsrael’strueHigh Pries and King, thereis still a sense of
longing and afflicdion connectal to this holiday that will not beremoved until finally “all
Igad issaved.” So, on theone hand wecd exrateY om Kippur becauseit acknowledges
Y eshua as our High Riest of the New Covenant, but on theothe hand, we “havegreat
sorrow and unceasing anguish in our hearts” for the redemption of the Jewish peopleand
theatonen ent of thar sins (Rom. 9:1-5;10:1-4; 11:1-2, 11-15, 25-27). In the meaantime,
we haveopportunity to offer thetemsof theNewv Govenantto peopleof every nation,
tribe and tongue. Afte the “fullnessof the Gentiles iscomein, however, God will turn
Hisfull attention o fulfilling His promises given o e hniclsrad.
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The Book of Life

SomeM essianic Jews obsaveY om Kippur (i.e, kesp the25 hour fast, confess dins, etc)
inorde to bete identify with theJewish people whileothes might obseveit as a
gedal timeof personal confession and teshuvah. We arecareful, howeve, tokeep in
mind thatsuch obsevancedoesnot grantus a ‘favorablejudgment” bd orethe LORD or
determine whethe our names will bewritten in & & Ha-chayim (the Book of Life),
snceY eshua’s saaifice and intercession isall weneed for at-onement with the Fathe'.

Thosewho bdong to Y eshua areindesd written in the <“Lamb’sbook of life < (Phil. 4:3;
Rev. 3:5; 13:8;17:8; 20:12, 15; 21:27; 22:19).

What is S fer ha-chayim? This is theallegorical book in which God records thenames
and lives of therighteous (tzaddikim). According to theTalmud itisopen on Rosh
Hashanah (the Book of theDead, s & ha-meaim, isopen on this dateas wdl) and God
then examines each soul to seeif teshuvah isshleimah (complee). If a pasonturns to
God and makesamends to those whom hehas harmed, hewill begiven anothe year to
live in the following (Jewish) year. On theother hand, if he does not repent, then the
deaeemay begiven that he will dieduring the coming year...

In Jewish tradition, Yom Kippur is essentially your last appeal, your last chanceto
change <the judgment of God> and to denonstateyour repentanceand make amends.
Thebooks are “written” on Rosh Hashanah, but our deads during the Ten Days of Awe
can alter God’s decrea The actions that changethe dea ee areteshuvah (repentance),

te fillah (praye) and tzedakah (good deeds). Thebooks are then “‘sealed’”” on Y om Kippur.

Again, it is importantto ke in heart that thosewho aretrusting in Yeshua asthar
Atonement b ore the Fathe are the eby dedaral tzaddikim and thar names arewritten
(and sealed) in theBook of Life. The Day of Judgment for our sinful lives hascomein
thePason of Yeshua the Mashiach, blessed beH e All those who truly bdong to Y eshua
arewritten inthe “Lamb’sbook of life (Fhil. 4:3; Rev. 3:5; 13:8;17:8; 20:12, 15;
21:27;22:19).

Thetraditional viduy (a confessional prayer consisting of two parts, ashamnu and al chet)
iswriten using thefirg peson plural: “Wehavesinndal...” sincekol Yisrad arevim zeh
ba-zeh - <“All Israel is responsible for oneanothe.”” Traditionally al chet is redted ten
times during the courseof thefiveYom Kippur sevices (once for each of thel0
command ments that we hav e broken).
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Here’'s how al chet starts:

Al Chet...

For thesin which wehave com mittad before You unde duress or willingly.

And for thesin which wehavecommitted beforeYou by hard-heartadness.

For thesin which wehave committsd before You inadvertently.

And for thesin which wehavecom mittad before Y ou with an uttaanceof thelips
For thesin which wehave committed before You with immorality....

For all 0 fthese God o fpar don, par don us forgiveus...

(Note Seewwwv. hebr endchrigians.com Br thecomd e al chet tex.)

Con fession is vitally important for M essianic Jevsand Christians, sinceit both reminds
usof our great neal for God’sintevention in our lives, and also hdpsus walk in the
truth. “1f we confess our sins, Heisfaithful and just, to forgiveus our sins and deanseus
from all unrighteousness’ (1 John 1:9). ““Confess your faults one to anothe, and pray one
for another, that ye (plural) may behealed”” (James 5:16).

Eschatologically, Yom K ippur represents the national restoration of Israd atthe end of
theGreat Tribulation period, but it also is areminde of theteriblecostof sin in our
lives Sinisso offensive and the debt isso greatthat it took nothing less than the sacrifice
of Yeshua Himsdf in aode to secureour recondliation with God. We the ef ore should
trenblewith fear beforeGod inreverent gratitudeof His mecy toward us.

Yom Ha=-Din: Judgment Day

As M essanic bdieves, we maintain thatJudgment Day has come and justicewas sevel
through the sacifidal offging of Yeshua for our sins (2 Cor. 5:21). He is thepafed
fulfillment of the Akedah of Isaac. Qur names arewriten inthe Lamb’s Book of Life or
Sfea Ha-chayim (Rev. 13:8). We do notbdiere that we aremadeacceptablein God’s
sight by means of our onvn works of righteousness (Titus 3:5-6), though thatdoes not
exauseus from being without such works (as fruit of theHoly Spiritinour lives). The
Scriptures clearly warn that on the Day of Judgment to come, anyone’s namenot found
writen in the Book of Lifewill bethrown into thelakeof fire (Rev. 20:15). M oreover, all
Christianswill stand beforethe Throneof Judgment to giveacoountfor ther lives (2 Cor.
5:10). “Evey man’swork shall bemademanifest: for theday shall dedareit, becauseit
ghall berevaald by fire; and thefireshall ty every man’s work of what sortit is” (1 Cor.
3:13). Lifeis an examination, ates, and every moment is irrepeatable. Evey ‘cardess”
wordweutte will beechoad on the Day of Judgment (M att. 12:36-37). Qur future day of
judgment is being decided today....
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Thespring festival s (Passov &, Firstfruits, and Shavuot) have bean perfedly fulfilled in
thefirg coming of Yeshua as Mashiach ben Yost £ and thefall festivals (Y om Teruah,
Yom Kippur, and Sukkot) will befulfilled in His second coming as Mashiach ben David.
Sncethefirst adventfulfilled all of the soring festivals to the anallest of dgails, we
bdievethat His second advent portends similar fulfillment regarding thefall f estivals...

Aftea the summe of harvest (John 4:35), theveay first Fall festival on the Jewish
clendar isYomTeruah (Rosh Hashanah), which is a pictureof the<catching away’’ of
kall at Mashiach (theBrideof Christ) for thetimeof Sheva Be achot (seven “days” of
blessing that follows themarriage ceenony). Then will come the Great Tribulation and
Yom Adonai (73 o) - the great <Day of the LORD. During this time ethnic Israel will
befully restored to theL ORD and thar sins will bepurged (see Matthew 24). Y eshua
will then physically return to Israel to establish His glorious millennial kingdom in Zion.
FHnally "all Isad will besavad" (Rom. 11:26) and Y eshuawill be coronated as theK ing
of King of Kings- Melech Malchei Ha- Mdachim.

May His Kingdom comes peadily, and in our day. Amen.

Taeetai! It is fnisheal!

Lea thefavor o fthelord our God
beuponus and esablish thewor k
0 four handsu ponus; yes etablish
thework o f our hands

La-shanahhaba ah

bi- yer ushala yimha chadashah!
“‘Net yaar inthenew Jeusalan!”™

Addendum: Yom
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Kippur Torah Readings

Shacharit Lev, 16:1-34 Isa, 57:14-52: 14 Fom. 3:21-26;
{rnerning) Mum. 29:7-11 2 Cor, 5:10-21
Minichah . Jonah 1:1-4:11;
(aftarnoony [ L8Y+ 18:1-30 Micah 7:18-20 Hebrews
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